GLVCEEINE AS SOFTENING SUBSTANCE   is?
to- dry. By means of the washing process, the skin
is thoroughly soaked through and through with
water; as soon as the concentrated glycerine is
applied to the flesh side of the fur, the action of
osmosis sets in and the whole skin is then impreg-
nated with a diluted solution of glycerine correspond-
ing to the water contents thereof.
If the skins hang in dry air, then the water is
allowed to evaporate until the glycerine is so con-
centrated that no more water escapes; the whole
tissue of the skin is now so impregnated with glycer-
ine that it will always remain supple, and is
thoroughly protected against decay by the strong
antiseptic action of the boric acid.
In order to mask the faint smell which some furs
even after repeated washing do not lose, instead of
ordinary glycerine, such glycerine should be used as
is slightly perfumed with a not too volatile sweet-
smelling substance such as ambergris or nutmeg oil.
The fur treated in this manner, on the flesh side
has the appearance of a fresh skin ; if it is desired to
impart to it the appearance of tawed leather, this
can be accomplished in a very simple manner by
spreading over it a cold solution of alum or aluminium
sulphate, leaving it to dry and then dabbing it over
with a sponge dipped in ammonia. In this way
the aluminium hydroxide is separated from the flesh
side of the skin, which thereby has the appearance of
tawed leather.
In the same manner as for furs can be treated
the skins of animals, which are to be stuffed, such